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H.M. Jackson student wins top national DECA honors
Kelsey Metcalf, a junior from Jackson High School in the Everett School District, competed April 28 - May 1, 2009 at the national DECA conference in Anaheim, Calif.  In the Apparel and Accessories Marketing Event, Kelsey advanced past the first round of competition by winning her section. Doing so, she edged out over 100 other competitors from around the nation. Moving then to compete in the championship round, she placed in the top 11 in the nation. 

Kelsey, only a junior, will have the opportunity to compete next year to add to the two national medallions she earned this year. She earned one medallion for her first-place finish in the role-play section of the event. A role play is a student presentation to business professionals about specific, relevant business topics. The second medallion came as she earned a finalist spot in the championship round. Next year’s national competition will be in held April 24–27, 2010 in Louisville, Ky.  

Jackson High School DECA teacher George Brush was understandably pleased with Kelsey, saying in a message to principal Terry Cheshire, “Please congratulate Kelsey on her hard work and commitment. We look forward to her further accomplishments in the future.”
DECA is a high school club which focuses on marketing and business education. Each year at a national competition, winners from each state (including Canada, Puerto Rico and Guam) compete for national honors. Past national competitions have been in Orlando, Louisville, Denver, Atlanta and Dallas. This year’s national conference in California brought more than 14,000 high school students together to learn from each other and to compete for national recognition. 
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