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Strategy

Procedures
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What are Word Sorts?

‘Word Sorts are short activities where students sort aset of
words listed individually on cards into various categories,
either determined by the teacher (closed sort) or by the student
(open sott),

Why use them—expected autcomes?
+ Toactivate background knowledge

+ Toallow students to share their understanding of new
conceptwords prior to reading

+ Tohelp students recognize the sermantic relationships
among key concepts

+ Toreduce decoding issues as students read through
commplex atericl the first tirme. If most concept words
are identified and discussed before the reading,
students do not have to spend as much time pausing to
identify the word and fit it into the context of the
reading

When to use them?
+ Before reading to serve asa strategy to engage students
and evaluate what they already know about the terrms
+ During reading to monitor students’ understandings of
terms and their relationships

« After reading to see if students can explain their
understanding of the concepts

How to use them?
1. Chioose the words students will sart, Choose “meaty”

concept words from the upconing material, but make sure
that not all sords chosen ate new to students, Words that

tnay be familiar to ther, but have & new meaning or use for
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[image: image2.jpg]the upcoming reading are good words to choose, also (e.g.
“web” for a life science class). Students may already be
familiar with spider webs or writing webs, but unfamiliar
with food webs.

2. Introduce the material to be read, and the Word Sort.
Introduce the topic about which students will be reading.

3. Provide students with the words. Read them aloud, so
students can hear the pronunciation.

4. Have students sort the words individually or in small
groups. Model this process for students by “thinking
aloud” as you begin the sort. As students become more
familiar with the strategy, encourage “open sorts,” where
students determine the categories.

5. Discuss the sorts. Have students compare their sorts and
share some with class. Discuss similarities and differences
and clarify definitions.

6. Have students do a second sort. With students now
somewhat familiar with the words, have them work in
groups to sort words into at least two but no more than five
categories of their own choosing. Instruct them to be able to
defend why they chose their categories.

7. Groups share categories. Have each group share the
categories they chose for their words.

8. Repeat. Repeat steps 6 & 7 as many times as seems
appropriate.
Assessment How do you know that students are using and

understanding the strategy and/or content?
1. Students begin to use new words appropriately in
discussing the reading material.

2. Students begin to voluntarily use the new words and search
for expanded contexts for using words.

Sotak, Bob & M. McClellan. (2003). Workshop given at Puget Sound Science
ReSOUr'CCS Supervisors, January 27, 2003.
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