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http://www.nwf.org/

Ph ysz'c.éz/ Description

. The upper body color is black while the underside of the
ﬂ'qopers, Ioe“y and ﬂanks can be white or black. The tail has a
Vagged edge and on the head are Ioumps and knobs, called

tubercles, with barnacles growing on them.



http://www.sawhalecentre.com/humpback_whale.html

Ph )/szba/ Description

‘Have an average length of 15 meters.
‘Have the longest ﬂippers of all the whales.

‘Their ﬂippers (pectoral ﬁns) make up to one-third of the total
Ioody length.

Blowing and Resting Tail Flukes and Flippers
at surface
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Distribution

: HDU’VL]O’O&CIQ whales arefound In aU ofthe WOV[O[’S oceans.

* Most populaﬁons Of humpback whalesfoﬂow a Vegular

migvaﬁon route.

: They summer in temperate and polar waters for feeding, and

winter in hfop ical waters.



Distribution

B Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae
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Fee&z’[ng Patterns

: HLU’YL]0,0&CI’{ whalesfeed on

— krill, small shrimp—like crustaceans

— various kinds of small ﬁsh.

+ Each whale eats up to 1 and 1/2 tons of food a day.
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: Tlney have a series of ﬁringed overlapp ing plates hangmg
ﬁfom each side of the upper jaw — the baleen

. Dwing feeding, large amounts of water and food are be
taken into the mouth.

+ As the mouth closes water is expe”ed through the baleen
pla’ces, trapping the food on the inside to be swallowed.



Bubblenet Fee&/[ng

a cooperative hun’c[ng tec’/mique

MSBOI ’Oy hump’oack whales

a ]000[ OfW’/l&[GS dive 0[66]0 undev a
SC’/IOO[ OfﬁS’fl

’chey form a circle
blow their breath out

simultaneous [y, forming anet of

bubbles.

National Geogvaphic Photo



Bubblenet Fee&/[ifzg

- Within the ring each humpback has a speciaﬁzed task
— Some blow the bubbles

— Others dive down and herd the ﬁsh towards the swface.

— Another group make noises to concentrate the ﬁsh and
fovce them up towards the swface into the bubble net



Bubblenet Fee&/[ifzg

+ You can view a video of el pod bubblenet feeding Bl


http://www.arkive.org/species/GES/mammals/Megaptera_novaeangliae/Megaptera_novaean_08b.html?movietype=wmMed
http://www.arkive.org/species/GES/mammals/Megaptera_novaeangliae/Megaptera_novaean_08b.html?movietype=wmMed

Bubblenet Fee&/[ifzg

- You can a view video of a pod bubblenet feeding
2l


http://www.arkive.org/species/GES/mammals/Megaptera_novaeangliae/Megaptera_novaean_08a.html?movietype=wmMed
http://www.arkive.org/species/GES/mammals/Megaptera_novaeangliae/Megaptera_novaean_08a.html?movietype=wmMed

Breézc/z[ng

With 2 or 3 beats of its
huge tail the whale hurls
i’cself up through the
swface sometimes
clear'mg the water

comp lete [y, and then faUs

on its back with a

tremendous sp lash.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/HumpbackWhaleBreaching.jpg

Tail Lobb[ng and F/z/'zoper S/azppzhg




Tail Lobb[ng and F/z,'vper S/appz'zfzg

Humploacks engage in

— "tail lolo]oing" - raising their huge ﬂuke out of the water
and then slapp ing it on the swgface

— and "flipper slapping” (using their flippers to slap the
water).

— |t s possilo le that these behaviors are important in

communication between humploaclf{s.
http:/[www.arkive.org/species/ GES/mammals/Megaptera novaeangliae/Megaptera novaean 12.html?movietype=wmMed



En&z’angere&/ Whales

+ Because their humpbacks come close to shore and since they
are slow swimmers, the humploack whales were an easy target

fOV eaﬂy whalevs.

+ By 1973 the North Pacific population was estimated to have
been reduced to around 1,000 animals by decades of

commercial whaling.



253162217%gﬂ?7?361,14V765212¥?

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) gave them worldwide
protection status n 1966, but there were large i“egal kills on the
Soviets until the 1970's. 1t is believed they number about 30,000-
40,000 at present, or about 30-35% of the orig'mal popula’cion.
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Currvent Threats

En’cang[emen’c n debris/ﬁshing gear
Collisions with ships

Noise and chemical pollution

Habitat destruction

Prey dep letion (lack of food) firom ovev—ﬁs hing
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