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Thumbs up/thumbs down

Most people in jail today 
used to cut class when they 

were in high school.

You have to cut class at 
least five times before 

you’re considered “truant.”

Truancy is based on 
absences, not tardies.

If you are truant, your 
parents could get in trouble 

or even go to jail.
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Truancy is an early warning sign for school failure
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That means if these four friends are all truant, 
only one of them will stay in school long enough 
to graduate.

75% of truant students will eventually drop out of school. 
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Truancy is also a warning sign for criminal 
involvement

75% of people in 
prison were habitual 
truants—they 
skipped school 
consistently and 
frequently.

Over 50% of people in San 
Francisco’s jail are “functionally 
illiterate.” That means they have 
difficulty with basic reading and writing.

Do you think people 
who are functionally 
illiterate stayed in 
school? Why do you 
think so many of them 
are in jail?
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If students stay in school, it is safer for them and for the 
community in general
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If you miss school without your parent’s permission, 
you are breaking the law! If you do it repeatedly, you 
are considered “habitually truant.”
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All children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 are required BY 

LAW to attend school.
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Did you know? If you’re late to school a lot, you are 
also at risk of being truant

 

Every time you are more than 30 minutes late for 
school, that is counted as a tardy. After three tardies, you are 
considered to be truant.

Habitually truant 
students and their 
parents can be 
prosecuted. They are 
breaking the law.
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Parents of habitual truants face serious consequences

 

First, the Education Code fines parents:

If truancy continues, it is considered a 
misdemeanor. Parents may face:

• A fine up to $2,500
• Up to one year in jail

1st instance $100 per child

2nd instance $250 per child

3rd instance $500 per child
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The D.A.’s Office prosecutes parents of habitual truants

Parents who repeatedly demonstrate a failure to get their 
children to school—or parents who fail to work with SFUSD 
staff to solve the problem—will be prosecuted by the 
District Attorney’s Office. They will have to appear in court.
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Source: SFUSD Truancy Court



 

Source: SFUSD Truancy Court



 

Source: SFUSD Truancy Court



Students also face significant consequences

Education 
Code

Pay a fine of up to 
$100

Complete 20–40 
hours of community 

service

Vehicle Code

Driver’s license can 
be 

suspended/delayed 
up to 1 year.

Repeat offenders’ 
licenses can be 

suspended/delayed 
for additional years.
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Students will also have to appear in court

• The same judge will hear 
parent and student cases, so 
the judge will be familiar with 
each student’s individual 
circumstances.

• Court appointments will be 
arranged so students don’t 
miss more school. 

• Students must demonstrate a 
willingness to improve their 
attendance and involvement in 
school. 
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Have you changed your mind?

Most people in jail today 
used to cut class when 
they were in high school.

You have to cut class at 
least five times before 
you’re considered 

“truant.”

Truancy is based on 
absences, not tardies.

If you are truant, your 
parents could get in 

trouble or even go to jail.
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