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The STEM Leadership Network (SLN) workshop held last week included a morning session at
Aviation Technology Services (ATS). The 15 classroom teachers and district STEM personnel involved
with SLN were treated to a guided tour of the facility, followed by a debrief session with seven of the
ATS management personnel. The SLN was brought through a hangar that had nine commercial
Boeing 737 aircraft in various phases of maintenance and refurbishing. Various components of the
technical work being done was visible, from the engineering plans that skilled mechanics and
technicians were using to the logistics of communicating and working with large airplanes and lots
of people in avery large space. The SLN reconvened after the tour with a focus on defining STEM
literacy. Teacher comments from the tour included: “I was able to collect evidence of real-world
STEM needs in our local workplace”, “reinforced that STEM is directly connected and integrated
with 215t Century Skills”, and “we should take advantage of the gold mine of resources in our own
backyard of Puget Sound and Everett to give our students a vision of their future in a STEM

career”. After the tour, the SLN continued to pursue elements of STEM literacy as seen through the
‘windows’ of local workforce, research literature, and classroom instruction.



